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And thou ſhalt call his name JesuUs, for he 
ſhall ſave his people from their fins. 


HEN God brings his firſt begotten 
into the world, the Holy Ghoſt pr — 
pares him a body, the Angels bring him 
dowr a name, they ſing his 47th, and adore 
his perſon*. They had no ſuch need of him, 
nor intereſt in him, as we have; and yet 
they gladly mn/er-to the heirs of ſalvation, 
and to the Author of it too. Here is one of 
them, very ſeaſonably reſcues poor Jeſeph 


1 Heb. i. 6. 


A from 


2 A Diſcourſe 

from his perplexity, ſcatters his doubts and 
fears, and makes is uneaſy ſuſpicions give 
way to the joyful expectation of the moſt 
wonderful birth, and the moſt excellent per- 
ſon, that ever was in the world. Where he 
ſuſpected ſin, he found a Saviour from all 
ſin: For, while he thought on theſe things, 
behold the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him 
in à dream, ſaying, fear not, E ang uy thou ſon 
of David, to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for 
that which is concei ved of her, is f the Holy 
Ghoſt. And ſhe ſhall bring forth a ſon, and 
thou ſhall call his name Teſs for be ſhall ſave 
his people from their ins. 


I. We ſhall make ſome remarks upon the 
Name itſelf. 


II. Speak to the reaſon here given for this 
Name; for he fhall ſave his people from 
their fins. And then, 


III. Point out the 2% that is to be made 
of ſo lovely a Name, and thereby make 
the ſubject as practical as we can. 


I. To make ſome remarks upon the name 


Jesvus, 


Ma. i. 20, 21. 


§ 1. It 
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$ 1. It ſeems to be a 1 name, and 
not a name merely of office, as are the 
names of Chri/t, Meſſiab, Mediator. 
It was a name well known, and frequent- 
ly uſed among the Jeuwe. The book of 
Ecclefiaſticus is called the wiſdom of Jeſus, 
the ſon of Syrac, and that Syrac was the 
ſon of another Jeſus; and we read of one 
Feſus, who was called Juſtus, who was of the 
circumfion *, and of Jeſus the ſon of Joſedec, 
high-prieſt, who accompanied Zerubbabel 
their prince, in reſtoring the people and re- 
ligion of the Jews, after the captivity ;” and 
of another Jeſus, who was depoſed from the 
Pontificat by Herod, to make way for Simon“. 
We find this beſt of names upon one of the 
worſt of men in the apoſtles days; as it is 
now worn by one of the worſt of ſocieties 
in ours. -In the apoſtles days there was a 
forcerer ſo called, in the iſle of Paphos. They 
found a certain ſorcerer, a falſe prophet, a Jeb, 
whoſe name was Bar- Jeſus, or the ſon of Jeſus“. 
And in our days, we ſee this name proſti- 
tuted to denominate the vileſt ſociety of 
men upon earth; who call themſelves the 
ſociety of Jeſus, by the fame figure of 
The Jews had ſeveral prieſts that were called by this 
name Jeſus or 7eſhua; it was with them a name of {ome 
oſtentation and vain glory, as if they were the /aviours of 
the people, and the men of the greateſt uſefulneſs in the 


world. 
Col. iv. 11. Joſeph. Antig. At. xiii. 6. 


A 2 ſpeech 
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ſpeech as our late Mohawks called themſelves 
the New Reformers. The Society of Teſus! 
becauſe they confound the doctrine, debauch 
the worſhip, and deſtroy the worſhippers of 
Feſus! and have no more relation to the 
name, than as it was formerly worn by Bar- 
; | Feſus, the ſorcerer and falle prophet, which 
goes a good way in their ber: 

F 2. Jesvs is the ſame name with %/ua; 
it is the Greek name for Joſhua in the Hebrew, 
andi is of the ſame fignification*®. 

There were two of that name under the 
Old Teſtament, (as one obſerves) that were 
both of them illuſtrious types of Chriſt. 
Foſhua, who was Iſrael's captain at their firſt 
ſettlement in Canaan, and Je/hua that was 
Ifraelis high-prieft, at their ſecond ſettlement 
after the captivity, St. Stephen calls the firſt 
Jeſus. Speaking of Teſpua's carrying the 
people of Jfrael and the tabernacle into 
Canaan, he ſays, ohich (tabernacle) our 
fathers that came after (Moſes was dead) 

' — that order which invenoms even poiſon itſelf, 
and makes the Roman religion much more malignant and 
turbulant than otherwiſe it would be. Chill ing. Ded. 

* Rabbern Haccad:ſ faith, becauſe Meſſias ſhall jave men, 
he ſhall be called Joſhua: But the heathen 6 4 another nation, 


| which ſhall embrace the belief of him, ſhall call his name Jeſus : 
| Lightfort's Harmony, p. 419. 

| | 3 Which name Jeſus (adds he) you will find deſigned in that 
prophecy, Gen. xlix. Until Shilo come, and to him. here 
the firft letters of the three Hebrew wo. ds, Jallo, Shiloh, 
Velo, make up the name JIEsHUuU. Mr. Henry in loc. 


brought 
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- brought in with Jeſus, into the 7 on of the 
Gentiles whom God drove out before the face 


of our fathers'. And when the apoſtle Pau/ 
argues that theſe poſſeſſions were not all that 


God intended for them, nor all the ref . 


deſfign'd from David's exhortation, which 
would then have been needleſs: He fa ys, for 
if eſus (i. e.) Joſhua had given Phe reſt, 
then would he not Nee have ſpoken of 
another day. 

Toſtua's firſt name was Heſhea, (a Saviour) 
or if it be ſuppoſed imperative, Lord ſave ; 
but Moſes, to confirm their faith upon the 
borders of Jordan, prefixed the firſt ſyllable 
of the name Yehova, and made 4t Jehofhua, 
and puts it into a conjugation, that imports 
as much as the Lord ſhall ſave. - And Moſes 
called Oſhea the ſon of Nun, Jehoſhea, The 


Meſiab, who was to bear the name of Joſhua 


or Jeſus, has the whole of God's name in 
him; God ſays, My name is in bim. His 
name 18 Yehooh, our righteouſneſs*, and 
Immanuel, God with us“. 


Acts vii. 45. * Heb. iv. 8. Numb. xiii. 16. 
* Exod. xxiii; 21. * Ifa. vii. 14. The prophet I/atah 
ſays, The Virgin Hall call his nume Immanuel, God with 
us; the Angel ſays, Luc. i. 31. Thou ſhalt call his name 
Jeſus, and St. Matthew ſays, ch. xxi. 23. that in calling 
him by that nome, the prophecy of Jaiab was fulfilled, as 
it we were to underfland thereby, that he mult be both, 
who could be either; Immanuel, and Jeſus, God with us, 


our Savicar, 
Of 


5 
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Of this change of Jaſbua's name, it is 
obſerv'd, by ſome learned men, that the 
Jews have taken little or no notice ; and 
whereas they have never done with remark- 
ang upon the change made in the names of 
Abraham and Sarah, they take little or no 
notice of the change made here, merely as 
it is thought, - becauſe; it does unavoidably 
point to the perſon. of Jeſus; of whom this 
Jebeſtua carries ſo plain a type, both in his 
name, and in his remarkable actions: 
In his ame Jebeſbua, which ſignifies, the 
Lord ſhall ſave; which in proceſs of time 
was contracted to JπE,jd or Feſhua, which 
omitting the laſt letter, is %u, and adding 
the Greek termination, is Teſus: = 
And in his character and actions, Joſhua 
was an eminent type of Chri/t. Jeſiua came 
in the room of Moſes: So does Feſus, and 
his Goſpel ſucceed Moſess law, and does that 
for us which the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the fleſh, Toſhug tought 
their battles, ſubdued their enemies, and led 
them into the promiſed land: So does eſs 
ſubdue all his and our enemies; triumphs 
over principalities and powers, making a 
ſhow of them openly ; and by treading down 
Satan under our feet, makes us more than 
theſe conquerors, who under Je/hua ſet their 
feet upon the necks of kings. TJe/hua went 


, Pearſon on the creed, 


himſelf 
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himſelf firſt into Canaan, before he brought 
the people in thither: So Chriſt went firſt 
into the heavenly Canaan, whither our fore- 
runner is entered before, to prepare a place 
for us. Joſhua, by the ſound of Rams-borns, 
threw down the walls of Jericho: Chriſt, by 
the fooliſhneſs of preaching, throws down ſtrong 
holds, and ſaves them that believe. Joſhua 
commanded the Sun to ſtand ſtill : Feſus's 
miracles demonſtrate all the courſe of na- 
ture to be under his controul. Jeb 
carried the people of God into one reſt : 
Jeſus leads his people into that reſt, that 
remains for the people of God. Foſhua had 
his name by a ſpecial deſignation, to ſignify 
what he ſhould perform, v:2. Save them 
from their enemies, and bring them into 
the promiſed land: Jeſus had his name given 
him by a ſpecial appointment, to ſignify 
that he will alſo perform to his people, all 
that, which his name ſignifies; viz. That he 
ſhall ſave his people from their fins . 
Tis 
* Tho' Joſhua is not expreſly mentioned in the New 
Teſtament, as a type of Chriſt, yet all agree he was a very 
eminent one, He bore our Saviour's name, as did alſo 
another type of him, Je/þua the high-prieſt, Zech vi. 
It, 12. The Septuagint, giving the name Jeſbua a Greek 
termination, call him all along tn-#;, Jeſus, and fo he is 
called, As vii. 45. Heb. iv. 8. Juſtin Martyr, one of the 
firſt writers of the Chriſtian church, ( Dzatog. cum Tryph.) 
makes that promiſe, Exod. xxiii. 20. Mine Angel ſhall 
bring thee into the place I have prepared, to point at Yohua , 
and 
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Tis a name of the moſt emphatical ſigni- 
fication: The neareſt word that the Greeks 
have for it, is dne, a Saviour, a word 
which the Latins are much at a loſs to reach 
the emphaſis of, by any of their own. 
The Roman orator tells us, there is no 
one word in their tongue that can do it'. 
This (Z, Saviour,) is added to the name 
Jeſus in the New Teſtament: not only by way 
of explication, but of emphaſis; of this man's 
ſeed hath God according to his promiſe rais'd up 
a Saviour Feſus.. 

3. This name Jeſus was given by God by 
the miniſtration of Angels before he was con- 
ceived'. Not by private fancy, as people 
give names to their children according to 
their humour: Not by his mother Mary, or 
his reputed father Joſeph, in relation to 
whom he was born: Not by any man, but 
and theſe words, My name is in him, to refer to this, that 
his name ſhould be the fame with that of the Meſſiah : 
It ſignifies he ſhall ſave, Foſhua ſaves God's people from 
the Canaanites: Our Lord ſaves them from their ins. 
Chriſt, as Jaſbua, is the captain of our ſalvation, a leader 
and commander of the people, to tread Satan under their 
feet, and to put them in poſſeſhon of the heavenly. 
Canaan, and to give them reſt, which (it is ſaid, Heb. iv. 
8.) Joſhua did not, 

/ Henry's introduct. to the book of Joſhua. 
Hoc quantum i Ita magnum, ut Latino uno verbo 
* exprimi non poſſit, is g nimirum Soter qui ſalutem dedit, in 
verrem orat. ſeptima. Grotius thinks the world /o/þ:tator 
to be ejuſdem originis & efficacig, Grot in loc. 

Acts xili. 23. Torupæ Ing) * 3 Luke 1, 31. 


by 
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by God himſelf. The God that knew his 

nature, temper, office and deſigns, gave him 

a name ſuitable to them all; it was certainly 

fit that no human device ſhould have any 
ſhare in an affair of this ſort. 

4. It was ſolemnly put upon him at his 
circumciſion, and when erght days were accom- 
pliſhed for the circumciſing the child, his name 
was called Jeſus, which was ſo named of the 
Angel, before he was conceived in the womb*, 
It ſeems to have been the cuſtom to give the 
names of children at their circumciſion, but 


here it was exceeding 32 and was not 
without its myſtery and ſignification. His 
circumciſion was the beginning to act a 
part, ſuitable to his name; it was here he 
ſhed his firſt blood, and gave earneſt of 
pouring out the whole, 7% /ave his people 
from their fins*. Our Lord in his circum- 


Luke ii. 21, It is obſerved that he bled ſix 
times in all, in his circumiiſion; bloody ſweat; if that was 
blood, as is commonly ſuppoſed : Scaurging, crowning with 
thorns, nailing to the crols, &c. Piercing his fide. 

„ Early, oh my Redeemer, thou beginneſt to ſuffer for 
* us, and with the firſt drops of thy blood receivedſt 
« that en me wich was to be perfected in ſhedding the 
« laſt of them, that thau might:/t ſave thy peable from their 
e fois. Oh ſweet and amiable name of Jeſus ! Let every 
knee bow in thee, and every mouth pronounce thee 
„ with ».verence; for zi] the ſerene peace, and joy, 
„ ſecuricy and comfort, that a creature is capable of, is 
„ wraj-. up in this, that the Sn of Gad is pleaſed to be 
&© called the Sue of men. Bonneſ's edit. in Luke ii. 
& 21. With ti alteration only of one word.“ 

= Þ ciſion 
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ciſion entered upon his part, and ſuffered 
thoſe things that belonged to the meaning 
and deſign of his name. By this, he was 
admitted a member of the Jeri church, 
his own 1 he, came to /eek and 
to ſave. By this, he became ſubject to the 
law of God; bound to its duties, and ob- 
noxious to its penalties: this he ſhewed 
himſelf the ſeed of Abraham, in «whom all the 
nations of the earth were to be birfſed. By 
this he offered to God the % fruits of that 
precious blood, by which the church is 
bought, and our confciences are pacified, 
and juſtice ſatisfied. By this he gave early 
proof of his love to us, that he ſhed his 
blood for us when he was but eight days 
old. Finally by this, he became obliged to 
do and to ſuffer, all that which was neceſſa 
to fill up the import of the name Jeſus, 
that was now put upon him, as if he had 
ſaid, Here is my name, Jeſus, a Saviour, and 
here is my blood to anſwer it, and make it 
good. ; 

. The name Jeſus 15 mentioned as the 
ſubſtance of the Geſpel preaching, as compre- 
henſive of the whole method of ſalvation, 
Acts vin. 35. then Philip opened his mouth 
and began at the ſame ſcripture and preached 
unto him Jeſus. This preaching Feſus, to 
be ſure, was not the bare repetition of his 
name, but the repreſentation of what that 

name 
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name contained, laying before the Eunuch 
the proper evidence, that this Jeſus was the 
Maſiab, the ſon of God. So much of the 
ſtory, of the character, life and death of 
Chriſt; ſo much of his doctrine, and of the 
way of ſalvation, as their time would allow; 
and was ſufficient to convince him and per- 
ſuade him to confeſs as he does in v. 37. 
I believe that Jeſus Chriſt is the ſon of God. 
Upon which confeſſion he was baptized ; a 
very ſhort one indeed, but comprehenſive, 
and as Beza obſerves upon that verſe 37. 
It contains a perſpicuous ſummary of that form 
of confeſſion which was demanded of the adult 
that were to be baptized, and was uſed in thoſe 
truly apoſtolical times: And plainly declares 
what it is to be baptized in the name of Chriſt. 
Bez. in loc. 

6. All his other names center in this name 
Jeſus. He had never had the name Chriſt, 
the Anointed, but in order to be Jeſus, the 
Saviour, The names of Meſiab, Immanuel, 
Shiloh; the © izxoumes, the Mediator, all theſe 
names are put on, for the ſake of this one, 
that he might be our Jeſus. | 

7. In the ſenſe of it here, and the reaſon 
of his wearing it, it is a name peculiar 70 
himſelf. Superſtition and 1dolatry, flattery 
and ambition, have given the name of Sa- 
viours, to them that were na Gods“. To 

B 2 them 


* Dii corre. So Aſculapius and Hygiza or Salis were 
called, and one of the Prolemy's of Egypt was firnamed 
Seer, 
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them that have done little good in the world, 
but our Lord wears the name in a ſublime 
ſenſe, that none but himſelf is capable of, 

ig. Becauſe he ſhall ſave his people from their 
fins, which is the next to be conſidered. 


II. The reaſon of his awe; which 1s takes 
from its ſignification; and his deſigns 
of coming into the world, viz. For be 
fall Joe his * from their 1 5 


Others have been called Saviours upon 
gaining a victory; for delivering families, 
cities or kingdoms, from ſlavery and miſery. 
80 it is ſaid, God raiſed up ſavicurs to his 
people Iſrael * When Flaminius delivered the 
Greeians from ſerv itude, and liberty was 
procla:med by his order at the ian games, 
the people cried out, Eg, dre, a Savicur, 
with ſo ſtrong and loud a cry, that the air 
was ſo rent and ſhattered, that Plutarch ſays, 
T he very birds fell down dead upon the 

place. King William, our glonous deliverer, 
may be called a Saviour in ſuch a ſenſe; 
Soter, by the Rhodians, for bread, ſaving their lives by 
ſending them corn in their extremity. 

* Etm locum tota eccleſia omi. 75 ; dodteres baTenus fic 
entellexerunt: quod namen Jelus idem Valcat quod ſer vatar . 
weniatgz a themate pu propteren, quod ifjernct Angelus, 
nominis, etyma!ogia, illts fequen: tibus (ipſe emm ſer vabit 


Þ - cr ſuum a peccatis ejus } declarat. A. Illy ric. Cont, 
ſtand. 


"+ Judg. il. 9, 13. 
os when 


R 
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when he came over to us, bringing one 
ſalvation along with him, and projecting 
many, many, future ſalvations for us and 
our poſterity; wrapt up in that moſt in- 
valuable bleſſing of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, 

that has now ſo happily and wonderfully 
taken place. The whole nation was then 
under deep impreſſions. We felt a great 
deal, but ſaw a great deal more coming. 
The joy was exceſſive, as the apprehenſions 
before were dreadful. The miſery then 
ſtood near, in full view, obvious to eve 
capacity. Now it is removed at above thirty 
years diſtance, it requires ſomething of good 
ſenſe, memory and gratitude, to be affected 
by it; and theſe do not abound in the world. 
When God turned the captivity of our Jacob, 
we were like men that dreamed; and fince that 
time, ſome have fallen aſleep, and others 
worſe, wakeful and watching for miſchief, 
to bring us back again into the ſame anguiſh 
that then hung upon every ſoul. 

Having borrowed an illuſtration from 7. 
Fiominius's proclaiming liberty to theCreeks, 
I cannot forbear tranſcribing the paſſage out 
of Plutarch, it carries fo lively an image of 
our own tran{port, at the time of our great 
deliverance, 

„% The 1/bmian games (ſays the hiſtorian 
* in vita T. Flaminit) were now renewed, 
and multitudes fat crowded in the theatre 

** ta 
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to ſee the exerciſes; for Greece, who, of 
late days, not only found reſpite from 
war, and was in full poſſeſſion of peace, 
but entertained farther hopes of regaining 
their liberty too, made holiday for it; as 
theſe were in celebrating, ſilence was com- 
manded by ſound of trumpet; and the 
cryer, ſtepping forth amidſt the ſpecta- 
tors, makes proclamation, that the Roman 
ſenate, and Titus Quintus, the proconſular 
general, having vanquiſhed king Philip, 


and the Macedonians, reſtored the Corin- 
* thians, Locrians, Ploccans, Eul æans, Acbai- 


ans, Pthioteans, Magnetians, Theſſalians, and 
Parrebians, to their own country laws 
andliberty; took off all impoſitions upon 
them, and withdrew their garriſons thence. 
At the firſt, many heard not at all, and 
others not diſtinctly what was ſaid ; but 
an odd kind of buſtle and ſtir there was 


in the theatre, ſome wondering, ſome 


aſking, ſome calling out to the cryer ; 
Repeat that again, repeat that again. 
Wherefore freſh filence was made; the 
cryer raiſing his voice, his ſpeech more 
eaſily reached the ears of the company: 
the ſhout which in the extaſy of joy they 
gave, was! {o incredibly great, that it was 
heard to the fea. The people all jumped 
upon their legs, there was no farther re- 
gard to the diverſions they came for, but 

« all 
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te all fella leaping and dancing, and hug- 
« ging one another; and all ſalute Tzzus 
« with the title of S2v:our and defender of 
© Greece.” But theſe were only temporal 
ſalvations, and ſaviours ſubordinate to the 
great Teſus, and the adminiſtration of his 
kingdom. It is Jeſus that ſaves by theſe, 
and 1s a Saviour by his own power and me- 
rit, in a ſenſe that carries an infinite empha- 
ſis and ſweetneſs in it beyond all theſe; as 
will appear if we conſider the nature of 
his ſalvation, and the manner of his effecting 
it. 
The nature of this ſalvation, which 

Is How fin and Satan, from the wrath of 
God, unto Heaven and happineſs. 

1. It is a ſalvation jrom fin. As there is 
an whole Hell in the conſequence of fin, 
which brought in all the miſeries of this 


life, opened the mouth of the grave and Hell 


to us; ſo there is an whole Goſpel in the 
name Jeſus, and an whole Heaven included 
in ſalvation by him. He faves from the 


guilt of fin, that it ſhould not condemn ; 


from the dominion of fin, that it ſhould no 
longer rergn in our mortal bodies ; nor domi- 
neer in our heart, affections and lives; to 
bid us go, and we go, come, and we come; 


to think, ſpeak and act, as ſin would have 
us, and we do it. He ſaves from what 1s 


called the f#/:b of ſin, as it is ſomething 
that 


# 
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| that renders us unlovely and odious in the 
ſight of God; unqualifies for pure and 
ſpiritual company, and 1s the abominable 
thing that his ſoul abhors, and unfits for his 
* and enjoyment. He ſaves us from 
the formenting ſenſe of fin, that it may not 
terrify, diſturb and pain the conſcience, to 
the deſtruction of inward peace and joy in 
the Holy qo He faves from that torment- 
ing ſenſe of fin which often makes a man a 
terror to himſelf, and a pity to others; and 
is an inſtance how dreadful a thing it is to 
fall. into the hands of a living God. For 
being juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
God, He faves from the deſtructive con- 
ſequences of fin, though not from the miſeries 
of this life intirely, nor the diſhonours of 
the grave, yet ſo far from the evil of both, 
as to turn them into gain, and makes them 
the means of our eſcaping God's wrath ; 
which 1s the ſecond thing to be taken notice 
of. | ; 
2, He faves us from the wrath of God. 
Even Teſus who delivers us from wrath to 
come, tell me what the wrath of God is; and 
I can tell you better what the ſweetneſs of 
this name Jeſus is. Even as thy fear is fo 
thy wrath. According to our dread of that 
wrath of God muſt be the lovelineſs of that 
Jeſus who delivers us from it. Much more 


1 Theſ. i. 10. 
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{ſays the apoſtle) being now juſtified by bis 
blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath to come. 
3. This falvation is not merely negative, 
from ſin and the wrath of God; but of a 
poſitive hature, he faves unto Heaven, unto 
happineſs. 5 

To God my chief good; my laſt end; my 
only portion; my ſovereign Lord. To 
Heaven, my better paradiſe than that from 
which ſin baniſhed my firſt father and all 
his family: to Heaven, the palace of the 
eternal king; of which ſin had made me 
incapable. To ſay all that I can ſay in the 
leaſt compaſs that I can, it includes the en- 
joyment of God and all his perfections; the 


Holy ſpirit with all his graces, Teſus Chrift 


in all his offices, and with all his benefits ; 
the goſpel with all its promiſes ; the covenant 
of grace with all its privileges ; Heaven with 
all its glories ; and an eternity of all. This 
is compleat and great ; a compleat falvation, 
he is able to ſave to the utmoſt ; and a great 
ſalvation, how ſhall we eſcape i, we neglect ſo 
great ſalvation? It muſt needs be, that my 
— conſiſts in likeneſs to God, and 
enjoyment of him. Without likeneſs there 
could be no enjoyment. Where there is 
no ſimilitude of temper and diſpoſition, 
there can be no more pleaſure, than there 
tan be, where there is no agreement between 

Rom. v. 9. 
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the object and the faculty. This evidence 
ariſes from the nature of the thing; but 
there is another proof from two ſuch teſti- 
monies as cannot be gainſaid. The one 
witneſs is the Holy Ghoſt, beloved, now are 
we the ſons of God, and it does not (yet fully) 
appear what we ' ſhall be, but this we know 
that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, 
for we ſhall ſee him as he is, (i. e.) we do not 
know at _ the particular circumſtances 
of our felicity; but this we know in the 
general, that it is to conſiſt in a likeneſs to 
God. The other teſtimony is that of the 
Devil himſelf, when he tempted our firſt 
parents, with that, ye Hall be like gods, 
which he would never have made uſe of, if 
it had not been a received notion with 
them, and a thing allowed by him, that to 
be lite God, was the moſt tempting thing 
in the world. It is that“ which fits for, 
and aſſures us of the enjoyment of God. 
As for me, T ſhall behold thy face in ri ghteouſ- 
neſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake in thy 
likeneſs *. Likeneſs and enjoyment make up 
the P/almift's ſatisfaction. Likeneſs is a 
great = of our happineſs in it ſelf, our 
ſubjective happineſs ; and a diſpoſition or 
qualification, 70 behold bis face, (1. e.) enjoy 
him according to our meaſures of receiving, 
and his manner of communicating himſelf 


to us. ; 
1 John iii. 2. * Pal, xvii, 15. 
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2. The way and manner, by which Jeſus 
faves his people from their ſins. 


In the general thus. He ſaves us from 


the guilt of fin, by ng us freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Chriſt 
Feſus : From the power and dominion of 
lin, by teaching us to deny all ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, and to live ſober] ; . , and 
godlily, in this evil world: from the filth and 
ſtain of fin, by the waſhing of regeneration, 
and the renewal of the Holy Ghoſt; and ſanctiſy- 
ing us throughout in nes 4 foul, and ſpirit : 
from the tormenting ſenſe of fin, by /prink- 
ling our 80nſciences from dead works ; eviden- 
cing our intereſt in his atoning facrifice : 
From the conſequences of fin, by ſuffering 
for us, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might 
bring us to God, and deliver us from wrath ta 
come; and at length from the very being of 
ſin, by preſenting us perfect and without blame 
before him in love, and without ſpot or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing. 

From all theſe evils, and unto the enjoy- 
ment of an happineſs that begins here in 
this life, in a juſtified ſtate, an holy nature, 
communion with God, peace of conſcience, 
and joy in the Holy Ghgft ; and is compleated 
gradually hereafter. Firſt, the departed 
ſoul enters the happineſs of the ſeparate 
ſtate; then ſoul and body united, fitted 
more for one another, and both for God, 
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do for ever take poſſeſſion of that kingdam 


prepared for them from the foundation of the 


world. 

But to be a little more particular, 

1. He has meritorioufly procured and 
obtained for us this ſalvation. It coſt him 
dear to put on this name, and be called 
Jeſus. It coſt him his life and blood, 
He had before many great and glorious 
names. The name Jehovah was in him, 
The wonderful Counſellor, the everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of peace, the mighty God, 
the wiſdom that dwelt with prudence, the word 
that was with God, and was God. He had 
the worſhip of Angels, and glory with 
the Father before the world began. But if 
he will wear the name Jeſus among the 
reſt, he muſt pay for it; and he did fo: 
the price of his moſt precious blood as of 
a lamb without ſpot, and ſq he became our 
Saviour; at the ſe me price by which he 
bought our ſouls and Heaven for them, he 
bought this name for himſelf. God ſent 
his Son into the world, that the world through 
him might be ſaved'. If while we were enemies, 
we were reconciled by his death, how much more 


being now” reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his 


5 life 2 


2. He doctrinally ſhews his people the 
way of this ſalvation, as the great prophet 


John iii. 17. ? Rom. v. 10. 
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of the church, revealing to us, by his word 


and Spirit, the will and way of God for our 


ſalvation. 


This he did in his own perſon, when he 


went about teaching and preaching the king. 
dom of God. After that, by the apoſtles, he 
ſent forth, teaching 70 obJerve whatſoever be 
had commanded : who were the. ſervants, of the 
moſt high God, who ſhew unto us the way of 


ſalvation. And afterwards by his miniſters, 


who preach the ſame faith in Chriſt, re- 
pentance towards Gad, and holineſs of heart 
and life, without which no man ſhall fee the 
Lord. 

Jieſus hath the words of eternal life. No 
man hath ſeen God at any time, the only begotten 


fon, who is in the boſom of the father he 
thdeclared bim. He who was one with 


him, entirely beloved by him, entirely ac- 
quainted with all his counſels, and will, and 
therefore qualified beyond all to reveal ſo 
much of the nature, mind and will of God, 
as was neceſſary to our ſalvation. He hath 
declared him, ſo as he was never before 
declared. He hath declared the nature of 
the happineſs, the way to it, and ſo brought 
life and immortality to light by the Goſpel. 

3. He does efficacioufly begin, and carry on, 


and perfect the work of this ſalvation in 


our ſouls. 


Acts xvi. 17. John i. 18, Wh 
| en 


his people, and renders it — — 
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When he makes his word the power of 


God to ſalvalion. When the arm of the 


| Lord is made bare, the report of the Lord 
7s believed. When light and knowledge 
break in upon the mind, and conviction 


bears in upon the conſcience and judgment; 


conviction of the evil of fin, and the terrors 


of the Lord; of the neceſſity of Chriſt; of 


the excellency of holineſs: when faith, which 


is the gr of God, and comes by hearing, opens 


its eye upon inviſible things, and lets fall 


from it at the ſame time a tear of godly 
ſorrow, which leadeth torepentance; mourn- 
ing over, and turning from fin, to newneſs 


of life: then it is, thoſe words are fulfilled, 


awake thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe from the 
dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee life. The night 
of darkneſs and fin 1s over, and we become 


the children of that day; which from the 


firſt dawn of it ſhines more and more until 
the perfect, the eternal day. 
4. Jesus actually confers ſalvation upon 


It is from his hand they muſt receive their 
crown, becauſe by his blood it was bought. 
Be thou faithful unto the death, T will give 
thee a crown of life. As Joſbua his name- 
ſake and type, actually led his people into 
Canaan, and gave them every one their in- 
heritance by lot ; ſo will the Lord Jeſus give 
to every one according to his lot, As thou 


haſt 
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haſt given him power over all fleſh, that he 
ſhould give eternal life to as many as thou haſt 


given im. 


III. Some practical uſe of all this. 


It is ſaid in the ſong of Solomon, thy name 
is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the 
virgins love thee*. Precious ointment was 
in uſe among the eaſtern people, for medi- 
cinal purpoſes, as well as to give a beauty 
and luſtre to the countenance. Their riches 
did alſo conſiſt in ſweet oils and coſtly per- 
fumes; and when they were poured out, 
either for uſe or payment, they diffuſed a 
lovely _— all around. This is the 
great name, of which the compariſon is 
made; and how well the name Jeſus an- 
ſwers to all that is healing, inriching, 
beautifying or reſtoring, we have already 
ſeen in part; and ſhall ſee a little farther 
in the / that is to be made of it, by way of 
inference and exhortation ; and firſt by way of 
inference. | 

1. How much was his heart ſet upon our 
ſalvation. And how great an account 
he made of it, ſince he puts it into his 
Name ? | 

It muſt be ſomething a perſon values 
himſelf upon, and glories in, that is worked 


John xvii, 2. Cant. i. 3. 


ü up 
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up into his name. Sometimes the noble 
ions of anceſtors; ſometimes the eminent 
qualities that diſtinguiſh their own charac- 
ter; theſe are blazoned in coats of arms, 
drawn in paintings, artfully woven into 
hangings, or added to the name, and made 
4 part of the royal ſtile and ſtate of the 
perſon, in perpetuam rei memoriam. Salua- 
tion is woven into the name and ſtile of out 
| ſovereign Lord Feſus; to ſhew what it is his 
heart was ſet upon; what he aims at, and 
lories m. With this name he came into 
the world. With this he went through it. 
With this he went out of it; and with this 
| he lives above, and hears it about him 
| | always ; not ſo much a memento to himſelf, 
| as a pledge to us, of the buſineſs he came 
| | down, and went up for, viz. to ſave his peos 
1 ple from their fins. 
! 2. We obſerve the different genius and 
defign of his name, and of ſome other great 
names in the world. | 
When a great prince is born into this 
world, he uſually takes his name from ſome 
| province or principality. After that, they 
either take to themſelves, or flattery aſcribes 
0 to them, the additional titles of excellence, 
= highneſs, or the great, as Alexander the great, 
14 Pompey the great; but when the God, that 
6 made all worlds, put on the nature of man, 
| and the name Jes, he had not one foot 


| of land to take a denomination from, as he 
was 


on the Name Teſus. 25 


was the man Yeſus for though the earth 
was the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof, yet 
the ſon of man had not where to lay his head. 

Some have taken their names from the 
devaſtation and ruin they have carried with 
them wherever they went: from the de- 
ſolation of provinces ; the overturning of 
kingdoms and empires. Scipio takes the 
name, Africanus, from the havock he made 
in Africa. And another Scipio 1s called 
Aſiaticus, from the like doings in Ala. 
Germanicus another, from his exploits in 
Germany. Theſe men carried the blood and 
ruin of thouſands in their formidable names. 
But when the Lord Jeſus comes into the 
world (no mean perſon neither, for the An- 
gel ſaid of him, 2 ſhall be great, and ſhall be 
called the Son of the higheſt, and the Lord ſhall 
give unto him the throne of his father David:) 
What is the name this great perſon fits on 
to himſelf ? Whence does he take his name? 
Does he borrow it from the deſtruction of 
the fallen angels? Or from the final victory 
he will obtain over all his enemies, that 
would not that he ſhould reign over them? No, 
but from ſomething that lay nearer his 
heart than all this, the /a/varron of bis people 
from therr fins. 

What Jhemiſtius ſaid once to Valens, the 
emperor, in order to inſpire him with com- 
paſſion towards a city, that had ſo highly 
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incurred his diſpleaſure, that he was reſolved 
it ſhould be ed: How much more ex- 
cellent, great prince, is it, that you ſhould derive 
voum name from a people that you have ſpared, 
than from a people that you have deſtroyed? 
is here infinitely out-done : for © bleſſed 
« Jrsvs, how much more excellent is thy 
&« name, which thou haſt derived from a 
e people thou haſt ſaved, rather than from 
ce a people thou couldſt fo eafily deſtroy ? 
« A name like thyſelf, all ſweetneſs, good- 
« neſs, and love; it carries no blood in it 
„ but thine own, ſhed in order to accom- 
« pliſh the ſalvation it imports.” . 
3. The good or evil that 1s merely temporal, 
is of a conſideration infinitely below that 
which is eternal, When we conſider that it 
is /alvation from cur fins that he has put into 
his name; when we conſider that his doctrine 
and example, his labours and ſufferings, do 
all con{pire towards this, as their main end: 
the planting the divine nature in the world, 
and rooting out fin ; the inference is plain, 
that planting the world with holineſs, and 
ſaving from fin, was an undertaking moſt 
worthy of his incarnation. © The Fes 
% vainly expected that he ſhould have built 
* them up into a moſt glorious empire, and 


« ſecured to them the enjoyments, honours 


e and pleaſures of this life. But fince the 
great and humble s deſpiſed that, as 
| « tri 
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te a trifling deſign in compariſon of lis, 
it maniteſtly appears, that ſaving from 
„ fin, and planting holineſs in the world, 
“ is above all the romantick gallantry of 
* ambitious ſpirits. To be good, is more 
than to be great. To deſpiſe the world, 
* 1s more than to conquer it with arms. 
« To ſubdue the fleſh, is more than to careſs 
it with all the flattery of luxury and 
& greatneſs. To know God, and obey his 
* will, is greater honour, than to com- 
% mand the titles and fortunes of man- 
* I. 

4. We ought to obſerve, how he a#ed up to 
the full meaning of his name, to quicken us to 
act up to our expectation from it. Salvation 
is in his name. Temporal ſalvation comes 
out of it ſometimes; as often as it is ne- 
ceſſary to the ſpiritual and eternal. 

Whenever he ſaid, ariſe and walk, and 
healed the body; whenever he ſaid, hy fins 
are forgiven, and healed the foul, and when he 
ſaid, deliver him from going down to the pit, 
T have found a ranſom, he is acting up to 
the name Jeſus, and expounding upon his 
own name. | 

Lord, remember me, ſays the penitent thief, 
when thou comeſi into thy kingdom. One of 
the ancient writers addreſſes that petitioner - 
after this manner, Whence didſt thou 


1 Dr. Lucas. | 
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« know that ſame perſon, that died in thy 
company, and paſſed for a malefactor 
like thy ſelf; how didſt thou know that he 
* was thy Lord and Saviour?” And he makes 
him anſwer thus; 0h, ſays he, I could diſ- 
& cern it by the very teſtimony of his enemies. 
* Thoſe words, which they flung upon him 1n 
* reproach, he ſaved others; himſelf he can- 
not ſave, his looks ſo like a ſaviour ; 1. * 
* others by giving up himſelf ! that he ſaved 


A 


La 


A 


not himſelf, was not for want of power ; 
©« for then he could not have ſaved pr” > 
* but for this cauſe he would not ſave him- 
** ſelf, that he might fave others. 

So when Plate gave this teſtimony to our 
Lord, I find no cauſe of death in this man; St. 
Ambroſe has this remark upon it: © Alas / 
“ (ſays he) there was indeed. no-cauſe of death 
& in the man; for he was innocent: but there 
* was a cauſe of death in his name; for which 
«© hemuſt die, in order to make good.” His name 
Jeſus upon the croſs, was a certificate of the 
cauſe, end, and deſign of his death, 

The inſcri iption over a malefactor uſually 
ſignifies what he has done; that over our 
Saviour, ſigniſied what he muſt do; viz. ſave 
his people from their ſins; as a ſacrifice. 
* 7; herefore you are miſtaken, O ye Jews, (con- 
* tinues he) when you ſaid, let him come down 
«© from the croſs and wwe will believe. Had be 


Bernard. deepih, ſerm. 2d. 
come 
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te come down, he ꝛcou have left his name Jeſus 
&« behind him, and we ſhould have had reaſon 


« to have inverted the argument, and to have 


« ſaid, he hath ſaved himſelf, and thefore he 


© cannot ſave us, and we will not believe in 
* him. You ſhould rather have ſaid, , he 
« be the king of Iſrael, let him die for Tſrael. 
If he be the ſon of God, let him die for the 
25 =_ le of God. If he be indeed the Jus, 
&« let him not deſert his name. Ideo nomen 
& non deſeruiſti tuum.” 

He would not abandon his character; 
no, that inſcription was written in Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew ; three languages, that 
would then have gone over all the world; 
as if deſigned to expreſs that he died to fave 
out of all kindreds, tongues and people. In 
a word, had he come down from the croſs 
and ſaved himſelf, he might have been our 
lord, or any other name, becoming ſo great 
a perſon, but Teſus, in the ſenſe of the text, 
he could not be. | 

In the next place, theſe conſiderations on 
the name Jeſus will give a proper occaſion 
for ſome exhortations. As, 

1. Let us act up to our expectations from this 
name. 

You all know what you expect from 
Jesus—ſatvation from your firs — Then let us 


| act like thoſe who expect to be ſaved from 


their ſins, and not as if we hoped to be ſaved 
in them. Do not let us expect hat from 
the 
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the name, which Chriſt never put into it, 
nor deſigned ſhould ever come out of it. 
Feſus is a ſweet name (ſays one) but men 
do not love it ſhould be Lord Jeſus. 
Grace be with all them that love our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, in fincerity', amen. They will not 
have him as God offers him, to be a prence 
and a ſaviour. They divide what God has 
joined, the ing and the prieſt. They divide 
here too: they would be content to have 
ſome of their ſins deſtroyed; but they cannot 
leave the lap of Dalilab, nor divorce the 
beloved Herodias. They cannot be cruel to 
a right-eye, nor to a right-hand. If the Lord 
will but pardon them in this thing, he ſhall 
be their Teſzs too, for all the reſt. But 
what if Jeſus and you part upon this? Will 
you give up your intereſt in this dear name, 
for any one luft in the world? No, fall out 
with it, mourn over it, turn from it, with- 
draw from every occaſion of it. Do they, 
who expect or deſire to be ſaved from the 
plague, do they frequent the peſt-houſe ? 
Do they, who deſire to be ſaved from falling, 
dance and play careleſly upon the edge of 
a precipice? Do they, who expect or deſire 
to be ſaved from ſin, lead themſelves into temp- 
tation? 

2. Look to your intereft in this dear name, and 
in all the import of it. 


E. vic 26. 4 
An 
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And let me enquire of myſelf; 

Do I love him above all things, ſo as that 
for his ſake, and in compariſon of him, all 
things elſe are counted as dreſs and dung? 
Happy they, who to ſuch a queſtion can 
antwer with the apoſtle Paul, yea doubtleſs, 
and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for 
whom TI have ſuffered the loſs of all things, 
and do count them but dung that I may win 
Chriſt“. 

Do you think, that he by himſelf alone, 
can make you happy without the things of 
this world ? If God ſhould ſtrip you of every 
thing elſe, though the fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, 
netther fruit ſhould be in the vines: though the 
labour of the olive fhould fail, and the fields 
ſhould yield no meat: though the flock flould be 
cut off from the fold, and there fhould be no herd 
in the flalls, yet will you rejoice in the Lord, 
and joy in the God of your ſalvation; though 
there ſhould be a total failure of all crea- 
ture comforts, yet could I rejoice in Jus, 
who will never fail me, never lcave me, nor 
forſake me? The Lord God is my ſtrength, and 
he will make my feet like hinds fret, and will 
make me walk upon mine high places. v. 19. 
To the chief finger on my ſtringed inſlrument, 
9. L. as a teſtimony of joy in God, even 
though I ſhould be ſo reduced, I appoint 

Phil. ii. 8, 
the 
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the chief maſter of muſick, to ſet this prayer 
to a tune fit for my fringed inſtrument. 


The Lord is my portion, ſaith my ſoul, therefore 
will I truſt in him. And becauſe he is fo, 


I will account the /ines to have fallen to me 
in pleaſant places, and that I have a goodly 
heritage. 

But, ſays the carnal mind, will an intereſt 
in this Jeſus quench my thirſt, when 1 am 
dry? Will it cloath my naked children, or go 
to market for them, and fetch home provi- 
ſions ? I anſwer, is it more likely that all this 
ſhould be done without an intereſt in him; 
by throwing off regard to him, who has all 
Hearts and ways of men, in his hand; and 
thereby forfeiting his regards to thee? I 
anſwer again, that it may be, an intereſt in 
this Jeſus may do all this for thee; becauſe 
it does intereſt thee in thoſe promiſes which 
are ſaid to belong to godlineſs, and godlineſs 
hath the promiſe of this life as well as that 
«&hich is to come. But I anſwer farther, that 
whether it do all this or not, it will do ſome- 
thing better and greater; as much better 
and greater as heaven is, in compariſon of 
earth; the ſoul, than the body; and eternity 
than time: if God will either provide for us 
in this world, or take us out of it to heaven 

we have no harm done us. 
Hab. ili. 1. 
. But 
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But farther ſtill, nothing can ſuffice with- 
out this. Give the ſoul riches, pleaſures, 
honours, they will not ſatisfy. It languiſhes 
after Je You muſt give him Jeſus or 
elſe he dies. Riches, without him, are a 
ſnare; the proſperity of the feol that 4: e/troys. 
Beauty, without this, 1s an alluring varniſh 
thrown over poiſon and death. Honours 
are but an elevation to a greater height, in 
order to the deeper fall. To return to the 
queſtion. Is our heart with him? How can 
we ſay we love him, if our heart be not with 
him? Do we love to think of him? Are we 
uneaſy without him? When he is withdrawn, 
are we unquiet and reſtleſs, till he return to 
us again? Are we afraid to offend him, and 
ſorry when we have done ſo? Do we mourn 
after the Lord, if he hides his face? And are 
reſtleſs till we have found him, whom cur fouls 
love? Do we long to ſee him, meet hun, and 
be with him? 

This enquiry will concern two ſorts of 

m_ 

. Firſt, thoſe who, have not as yet an 
intereſt in this name, and the bleſſed meaning 
of it. Let me repreſent a few things to 
you, to co-operate with the deſign of Feſus 
in taking that name upon him. As thus, 

It 1s better to know that you have not an 
intereſt in him, whilſt it may be had, than 
to go on in the ignorance of your condition; 

E it 
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it is better to find out our wants while they 
may be ſupplied, than to let the matter 
run on till it is too late. You may have an 
intereſt in the ſaving import of this name, 
as freely as others. He ſhall ſave his peo- 
ple—you may be his people, as well as any 
that are called ſo. They, who are now his 
people, were once, /o ammi, were not his 
people. You, who are not now, may be 
o. You are undone, if you are not. For 
there is no other name given under heaven, 
whereby you can be ſaved. Nor any other way 
of your being ſaved by that name, but by 
becoming his-people; for that name carries 
in it, ſalvation to his people. He ſhall ſave his 
people from their fins. And beſides, all the 
other names, he wears, will ſignify nothing 
to you, without this; nothing that you can 
take any comfort in. They will all be againſt 
ou, and this name too will be againſt you, 
if it be not for you, if you neglect ſo great 
ſalvation. | 

2. To thoſe who find they have an intereſt 
in this bleſſed name, I have a few things to ſay, 
and fo cloſe. 

In the firſt place, make »/e of this name 
with God. You have frequent buſineſs at the 
court above, unleſs. you are prayerleſs per- 
ſons. You have ſuits there depending, about 
mercy and grace. Whoſe name or intereſt can 
you uſe but this of Jeſus? It is with a mixture 

| . of 
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of pity and indignation that we hear the 
deluded Papiſt crying out, Oh ! holy Mary, 
mother of God, pray for us. Oh, ſane Paule, 
&c. Ora pro nobis, &c. St. Paul, St. Peter, 
&c. and to all the reſt of the ſaints, upon 
their liſt, pray for us. As if the names of 
Mary, St. Peter, and St. Paul, or a thou- 
ſand other names, had any thing in them 
like the name eus. May not our Lord 
Jeſus expoſtulate with theſe people, and ſay, 
* What did I come down, and put on this 
* name for? Did I put falvation into my 
name, to have others ſought unto for the 
« ſalvation it contains? Have I not told you, 
ce there is one mediator between God and man, 
ce the man Chriſt Jeſus? Have I not told you, 
« that this is a name above every name, and 
ct that in this name of Feſusevery knee ſhall bow? 
« Have I not told you, that whatſoever you 
* do, you muſt do all in the name of the Lord 
6 Jeſus? Is this office conferred on theking's 
e ſon, and do you go to the king's ſervants? 
Have I not told you, that whatever you aſe 
in my name, you ſhall receive? And by refer- 
ring all along to my own name, do I not 
« plainly diſallow the uſe of any other 


« name? ; 
Again: 


Aſter the mention of ſuch plain ſcriptures as theſe, 
with what indignation muſt a chriſtian read the ſtory of 


Tracy and Brown, who by the Convocation in 1531, were 
| 2 proſecuted 
! 
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Again: Uſe this name with Jes himſelf. 
Go cy um and ſay, Oh! Jus, I am a poor 
“ finner. I am come where thou haft bid 
© me come. d where thy name invites me 
* tocome., I being along with me thy dear 


proſecuted even after deach, tor taking no notice of other 
nd:ati:s, beds %s Chi i, the only mediator between 
God and man, I ake the ſtory in the words of BHD? 
Burni''s H/ Reb. V. ins. p. 76. ä 

ne firit motion, made by the Jower-houſe, was 
& concerning Tg tete nent; who had left his ſoul to 
« (Cod rorouh Jeivs Currit, t whiote 1nterceihon lone 
he trig, without the help of any other faint, nhere- 
«© fore ne eit no part of his goods to any thai ſnould pray 
&« for his foul, This touching the clergy very ſenſibly, 
ce they begun with it, and a commithon was given for 
& 12:4ng his body.“ | 

& in the following eon, the prolocutor complained 
& of another teſtament made by one Brown of B. i/tol, in 
« the fame ſtrain. So to prevent the ſpreading of ſuch 
an example, it was ordered that T1 acy's body ſhould be 
„ dug up and burnt,” 

This was done, to be ſure, in the name of Jeſus, as 
there are many things donc in his name, directly againſt 
his will and his commands. Mankind was very excuſa— 
ble in compariton, for finding out cther mediators, before 
God had declated to the world that he had appointed his 
ſin to be our only advicate and intercefſor ; but for thoſe 
who own his medi«tor{hip, to make choice of others be- 
fides him, s to call in qucition the wiſdom of the father, 
or the tuficiency, intersſt, or kindneſs of the fon, For 
it God hath appointed him for this end, and he be able to 

o through his work, and willing to help all that addreſs 
8 to him; what need to call in ocher aſſiſtants? 
Yea, what a Ciſhonour is it for him to ſtand by, and ap- 
plication be made to them to do that office, which he was 
appointed alone to diſcharge. 8 wo 

Gp. vtillinglleet, of the nature of ſuperflition, 
name, 
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© name, Jeſus. A name thou haſt given 
e out on purpoſe to encourage our pleas 
© upon it, like ſo many bills of credit to be 
© drawn upon the r:ches of grace, contained 
« in that name. Does it not import ſalva- 
« tion from my fins alſo? Thou that wouldſt 
% not leave thy name upon a croſs, wilt 
c thou flight it upon a throne? A throne 
© of grace, when it is duly pleaded before 
« thee? No, it ſhall never be ſaid that any 
e petition was in a due manner preſented 
ce in that name, that thou didſt not an{wer. 
« For thy name's ſake therefore, for the 
credit of thy name Jus, fave me from my 
ww "Ih 

Farther: Uſe this name, Jeſus, with others, 
Let me uſe this name with you, as the apoitle 
did to the Theſſalonians, wwe bejeech you brethren, 
and exhort you by the Lord Jeſus, that as you 
have received of us, how you ought to walk, ſo 
you would abound more and more. 

Once more, uſe it with your ſelves. Try 
what it will do againſt fin and Satan. It 
will not indeed work like a charm, but it is 
certain there are charms in it, that a good 
ſoul cannot eaſily reſiſt. While I ſay with 
myſelf, upon occaſion of ſin or temptation ; 
Is this, oh my ſoul, is this worthy of that 
« dear name 1 ſhelter my ſelf under:? Is this 


7 Theſl, iv. 1. ; 
e ſuitable 
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« ſuitable to the intereſt I claim in it, and 
t the expectation I have from it?” 

The name Jeſus has done wonders in 
time paſt. In the apoſtles days, many ſigns 
and wonders were done by the name of thy 
holy child Jeſus. And after their days for 
ſome time in the primitive church; ve call 
Jef us our helper and. redeemer, (ſays Tuſtin 

rtyr,) the virtue of whoſe name the devils 
_ le at and fear; and even at this day, 
being abjured * the name Jeſus Chriſt, who 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate, the gover- 
nor of Jadea, they obey us : that thence oljo it 
may appear unto all, that the father hath given 
him ſo great: power, that even the devils are 
ſubjef to his name, and to the ceconomy of his 
paſſion bus if you ſhould abjure them by the 
names of any of the kings and prophets, or 
atriarchs, that have be en among you, not one 
of them would yield obedience *, 

Depend firmly upon this name, and be- 
lieve in it. This is his commandment, 
that we believe on the name of his ſon Teſus 
Chriſt, and that we love one another as he hath 
commanded us*. Believe that he is, and will be, 
and will do, all that which his name imports. 

Love and reverence this name, while others 
abuſe it, ſome in ſwearing by it, ſome in 
preſuming upon it, and others in a ſuper- 


Acts iv. 30. Dialog. cum Triphon, in Hanmer's 
View of Antiquity, John iii. 23. 


ſtitious 
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ſtitious uſe of it. There are that bow to it 
in the church, and ſwear by it in the ſtreet, 
and trample it under foot in their lives. 
There can be neither love nor reverence to 
this name, while thoſe ſins are retained and 
loved at the ſame time, the ſalvation from 


which, is the very meaning of it. It is a 


banter upon the name Jeſus, to ſham off 
this reaſon of the name, while the head bows 
to the ſound of it. To bow in the name of 
Teſus*, is to ſubmit to his authority, in his 
name to bring all our petitions, and depend 
upon his recommendation of us to the divine 
acceptance. Without this, our outward re- 
verence is but repcating the mockery of Hail 
king of the Jews, and ſmiting him; or Hail 
maſter, and betraying him with Judas. The 
knees that are to bow, are in heaven, as well 
as the earth. Spirits above, or below, have 
no knees, but are in ſubjection to the ma- 
jeſty and power, glory and authority of Jeſus. 

It is obſerved of Mr. Herbert, the divine 
poet, that whenever he mentioned the name 


* Papiſts aſcribe an efficacy to the name Jeſus, for 
driving away the devil, diſeaſes and enemies, from man 
and beaſts, It is uſed much to the ſame ſuperſtitious or 
prophane purpoſe, by thoſe who, when any accident hap- 
pens, ſuddenly cry out, ; Jeſus! ſome write it on paper 
and parchment, and hang it about their necks, or fix it 
up at their doors, and with the names of Mary and St. 
Anne added, think it a wonderful protection againſt the 
plague. Phil. ii. . 


22 
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Jeſus, with any ſolemnity, it was always 
with the addition of Jeſus my maſter. St. 
Auſtin in his confeſſions tells us, that he 
uſed to read Cicero, and was very much de- 
lighted with that inimitable maſter of elo- 
quence, but at length he did not find ſo 
much pleaſure in him, becauſe he could not 
find the name Jeſus there. For (ſays he) 
through thy goodneſs, oh Lord, the name of thy 
dear ſon, my Saviour Feſus, was fo ingraven 
upon my heart, that nothing could recommend it 
ſelf to me upon any other ſcore, at leaſt not ſo 
much, if it wanted that. 

St. Ambroſe has compoſed an hymn upon 
the name jeſus, wherein the ſentiments are 
as much beyond the 4d:#:0n and ſtile, as he 
was a better chriſtian, than he was a poet: 
ſome of it is to this purpoſe. *© Thy name 
is mulic to the ear, ſweetneſs to themouth, 
* and a cordial to the heart. A thouſand 
„ deſires go up towards thee, But why do 
* I ſay a thouſand, when thou art infinitely 
& deſirable? Altogether lovely? Oh! when 
* wilt thou come, and by thy coming make 
* me glad, with a gladneſs and joy, not 
* ariſing from the flight refreſhments of 
* life, but from the compleat ſatisfaction 
*© of. my whole foul? In the mean time, I 
“ languiſh after thee ; my ſoul is inflamed 
% with unextinguiſhable affection, to love 
and obey thee with all my heart and ſpirit. 


* Jeſus, 


. 9 —_— . LS» ** 
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& Yeſus, thou refuge of the penitent mourn- . 
*« er, ſaviour of the world; reward of the 
* conqueror, the joy and beauty of the 
© heavenly world; hear the prayer of him, 
” _ deſires nothing in compariſon of 
n 5 

Take the comfort from this name, which 
it affords, againſt the fears that may ariſe 
from the power of our enemies, or our own 
weakneſs. | 

I diſquieted myſelf in vain, when I fat 
down and ſaid, What will become of me 
% at laſt? corruption within, temptations 
without! an inſnaring world! a ſubtle 
devil! a powerful adverſary, by his great 
* cunning and vaſt experience in the arts 
* of deſtruction ! all this is true, but why 
« art thou caſt down, oh my ſoul? J will ſet 


FJeſus againſt them all; the ſalvation 


* wrapped up in that name is ſuperior to all 
* hazard or difficulty ariſing from theſe.” 
3. Conſider, that the //me is coming, when 
this name Jeſus will be the moſt lovely 
ſound, and he that wears 1t, appear to be the 
moſt lovely perſon in the world. 
At death, oh then for an intereſt in this 


Feſus, and all the ſaving import of his name! 


at judgment, when he ſhall come in the glory 
of his father, and in the glory of his holy angels, 
and in his own glory: when he ſhall take his 
place upon the throne, as judge of the world, 
and as the Saviour of them that believe in 


F Feſus, 
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Feſus. Let them that are able, figure to 
themſelves, with what a ſpirit and joy they 
will look up to him, who have an intereſt in 
him, and I:ft up their heads, becauſe their re- 
demption, and Redeemer are come. As for 
others, I am perſuaded, they would never 
have been repreſented crying 7o the rocks and 
to the mountains to fall on them, and hide them 
from his face, if it were to any purpoſe to cry 
to Jeſus himſelf at that day. No, ſays 
_« Teſus, J wore this name long enough to 
let you know, that I was deſirous of your 
* ſalvation, as well as that of others, bt you 
« would none of me. You have no more to 
do with that name. I am judge of all the 
* world, and will give to every man according 
« 70 his works; but I am Jeſus only to thoſe 
* who believe in me, and belong to me. 
* Your fins have ruined you, which you 
* would not be ſaved from; and when you 
© deſpiſed the reaſon of this name, you threw 
«© away the benefit of it too. — Depart from 
& me, Jeſus knows you not. To have damna- 
tion pronounced by one whoſe name carries 
ſalvation in 1t!—But- then to thoſe on the 
right- hand“ Come yebleſſed of my father; come 
« and enjoy the fall contents of his name 


* Teſus in a compleat falvation.—You ſee 
* the miſery I have ſaved you from; from 
« weeping, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth; 
from eternal contuſion, deſpair and an- 


« cguiſh; 
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« guiſh; immortal flames, and the worm 
te that never dies. Come and take poſſeſſion 
of what I have ſaved you fo: the kingdom 
&« prepared for you from the foundation of the 
© world,” And then, placing himſelf at the 
head of all the church, he leads up the 
beautiful, the glorious triumph; and after 
they have been preſented to the father, a 
glorious church without ſpot, welcomed by an- 
gels, and have taken their allotted places and 
ſtations, all they ſhall hear, ſee and enjoy, 
for ever, will be the eternal unfolding of the 
name 7eſus. 


Holy and reverend is his name; 
How glorious, and how faweet ! 

All greatneſs and all goodneſs too 
I th' name of Jeſus meet. 


A name vile men ſhall one day dread, 
As now the devils fear ; 

A name the heavenly hoſts adore, 
To pardon'd ſinners dear: 


Moſt dear to them by ſtronger ties 
Of his redeeming love, | 

Which by a thouſand torments try 
Did ever conſtant prove, 
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All that's within me bleſs and praiſe 
My Saviour and my king ; 
When he's the ſubject of my ſong, 
Who can forbear to jing ? 


J. STENNET, 


